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The Negotiations Committee meets each Thursday under my 
chairmanship to develop, assess and follow up all leads to a 
peaceful settlement of the Vietnam conflict. In addition to 
myself, the principal participants have been Alex Johnson, 

Tommy Thompson, Bill Bundy, Joe Sisco, Len Unger, Tom Hughes 
and Ben Read. The Committee has been meeting regularly since 
August 2. Following is a resume of the leads now being actively 
pursued. 

Talking Points 

A. Meeting with Gromyko 

The President has agreed to see Soviet Foreign Minister 
Gromyko on October 10. While Secretary Rusk's discussion of 
Vietnam with Gromyko in New York on September 24 did not reach 
any affirmative understandings , Gromyko's relatively relaxed 
attitude, his willingness to continue discussions and his 
emphasis on Soviet influence on Hanoi were encouraging indica- 
tions of possible future Soviet initiative. Ambassador 
Goldberg met Gromyko on October 3 but nothing encouraging 
emerged. The Secretary may see Gromyko again this week in 
New York. 

All of these contacts provide us with opportunities to put 
strongly and directly to the Soviets their obligation to 
constructive action with Hanoi to bring about negotiations. We 
believe that Communist China’s internal upheavals have lessened 
its influence in North Vietnam and that Soviet influence is 



correspondingly 




correspondingly stronger. If Moscow la to use this influence 
to persuade Hanoi to move towards a settlement, the OSSR will 
probably have to assume certain risks and obligations. Accord- 
ingly we should consider what inducements it is within our 
power to offer the Soviets. 

We believe that the Soviet channel is our best lead at the 
present time and that we should make the most of it even though 
nothing definite has opened up so far. 

B. Eastern European Initiatives 

The Czechs and the Hungarians have recently indicated 
privately through intermediaries chat they are willing to take 
some initiative in bringing about negotiations for a peaceful 
settlement. A Czech source vent so far as to say that his 
government would threaten to cut off aid to North Vietnam if 
Hanoi refused to negotiate. The Poles, who ^rtsd to be helpful 
during the 37-day bombing pause, have been somekhat less active 
lately, but still appear Interested in doing something with j 

Hanoi. 

We ere following up the Czech and Hungarian leads both in | 

New York and in their respective capitals. Ambassador Gronouski j 

continues to have discussions with the Poles and we also have a 
Polish contact that may be productive. 

At the present stage our immediate objective Is to keep | 

these channels open while indicating that our position is 
flexible and we are interested In serious talks. 

C. Other Leads 

Attached for your information is the latest check-list of 
peace initiatives hh owing the range of contacts being developed j 

at present. This list is prepared each week. Some of the 

items 
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itens have little or at> promise, but we believe no possibility 
can be ignored and are following up 3ll leads to see how far 
w* can go with then- One of our main concerns of course is to 
avoid confusion through a multiplicity of contacts and to 
coordinate these various contacts so that a consistent and 
clear signal of our position and intentions is received by 
Hanoi. 

I am also attaching for your information copies of my 
last four memoranda to the President and the Secretary on 
peace initiatives. If you would care to go into any of these 
topics in greater detail, I am of course available to discuss 
them with you. 
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